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Our Vision: A world in which people unite in service, crossing borders seen and unseen,  
so that every human may prosper and live with dignity.



Dear friends, 

I first landed in East Africa in 1991 as a 19-year-old student of  wildlife management and almost instantaneously  
the beauty and vastness of  the land and the kindness and generosity of  the people rooted themselves deep  
within my heart. During the three years that followed spent traveling, living, studying and working in and out of  
Tanzania, life was filled with wonder, adventure, excitement and, at times, wild challenges and severe discomfort. 
When things became unbearable, as they did more than once—due to the mere good fortune of  where and to 
whom I was born—I could evacuate and access safe lodging, clean water and healthy food, quality healthcare...  
Those around me could not, and the injustice of  that inequality has haunted me ever since.

Years later, in January 2008, while sitting with my husband David in our suburban Connecticut home watching 
our three daughters, then ages 2, 4 and 6, play, I surprised even myself  when I said out loud: “It is time for me 
to go back Tanzania and find a way to be part of  the solution.” With no clear plan besides a heartfelt calling to 
serve, David and I landed in Dar Es Salaam five months later. There we were met by our friend Father Dennis 
Mnyanyi who picked us up in a borrowed vehicle from his village, an ancient Izuzu belonging to the Bishop.  
For hours we bounced along over barely-there roads to reach Dennis’ home, a simple cement structure with a  
tin roof  nestled in the forested foothills of  the Uluguru Mountains. Along the way, groups of  smiling barefoot 
children chased our car calling out “Mnzungu! Mnzungu!” (White person! White person). This familiar chant 
followed David and me over the next few weeks (and throughout every visit since) as we traveled the country 
meeting with NGOs (non-government organizations), clergy and non-profit leaders; visiting schools, hospitals 
and development projects; and witnessing just what real poverty, resilience, courage and hospitality look like.

It was then that the vision for Unite was born. Shortly thereafter we launched Unite The World With Africa 
LLC, a social enterprise under which we operate our Unite Tours Service Safaris, partnering with local  
outfitters to combine personalized wildlife safaris with opportunities for travelers to discover, learn, share and 
serve in the field. Under the LLC we have also purchased and sold hundreds of  thousands of  dollars of  African 
product to drive job creation and security for artisans across East Africa and to redefine what ethical fashion 
looks like here in Ameria. For the first few years we searched for and partnered with existing NGOs who were 
doing transformative work (and could meet our strict reporting criteria) and drove donor support through them; 
however, the call to venture farther afield, deeper in the bush, to serve and empower those living in greatest 
need was too strong, so in 2014 we incorporated our 501c3 Unite The World With Africa Foundation.

***
According to a professor of  African political thought at Cornell University, Olúfẹ́mi Táíwò, Africa’s largest  
crisis today is not a lack of water or food but instead it is a lack of knowledge. In Tanzania alone, there 
are ~25 million children under the age of  16 (43% of  the population) who are eager to learn and desperate 
to receive an education; however, few will get the opportunity. Unite’s current key programs, outlined in 
the pages that follow, all now focus on addressing this knowledge crisis by creating and providing access to 
high-quality education—pre-primary through university—international mentorship and comprehensive life 
skills programs to empower the growth of  leaders who can and will become the positive change agents and 
thought leaders of tomorrow. 

The flow of  knowledge, of  course, goes both ways. I personally have learned countless lessons working in and 
out of  a culture so different than my own, where strangers are regularly welcomed to share last cups of  tea, 
celebrate new life and honor the sick and dying; where there is no perceived need for speed; and where divine 
intervention is assumed, anticipated and even incorporated into life plans. 

We rise by lifting others.  
~Robert Ingersoll

https://www.unitetours.org
https://www.unitetours.org/our-story
https://www.unitetours.org/he-proposed/
https://www.unitetours.org/he-proposed/
https://www.uniteafricafoundation.org
https://www.ted.com/talks/oluf_mi_taiwo_why_africa_must_become_a_center_of_knowledge_again
https://www.uniteafricafoundation.org/our-programs-1


In Africa I have witnessed the enormity and complexity of  human need and the fall out of  good-yet-misguided 
intentions. I have felt the despair and loneliness of  being met by cynicism, judgement and greed and the hope 
and joy of  being met by open hearts and open minds. And I have learned that no matter how humble one’s 
circumstances, every human has a desire—and a right—to be seen, honored and validated. During a women’s 
meeting in rural Tanzania, each participant stepped forward to introduce herself... “I am Lightness. I have two 
children, and one rabbit.” “I am Sarah. I have five children and two goats.” “I am Mary. I have seven children 
and three cows.” A roar of  applause followed each speaker who would then stand a bit taller, smile brightly and 
soak in the adoration. I think of  these lovely women often when I am working with our sponsored children and 
am reminded to slow down, be present, listen fully, validate even the smallest of  accomplishments and say:  
“I see you. I hear you. You matter, and I love you.” 

Years ago I traveled with Sister Crispina Mnate, director of  the St. Joseph’s Orphans Center, to a boarding 
school to visit a few of  her teenage boys who are sponsored by Unite. When the boys walked to meet us, I  
noticed their toes sticking out through their worn and tattered shoes. Since the school required them to run  
~5 miles every morning, I thought it would be nice to buy them each a new pair of  sneakers and a new pair 
school shoes. Sister Crispina reprimanded me. “Anne Wells,” she said sternly. “No more than one pair each.  
You must never take away their struggle.” Time and time again, I have experienced the wisdom in these words: 
Bigger is not better and easy can undermine. With this in mind Unite is small and focused by design.  
We are “in it” for the long haul, working closely alongside those we serve with near daily communications, 
in-country support staff and regular site visits by myself  and other Board Members and Advisors not only to 
protect our investment but to do all that is necessary to achieve our shared greater goal of  breaking the complex 
and multifaceted chains of  extreme poverty—one of  the greatest threats to Planet Earth today.

I am deeply grateful to each and every one of  you who has supported this work in any  
and all ways, big and small, over this past decade; to our team of  Advisors for their time, 
generosity and expertise; to our Board of  Directors for their remarkable commitment  
and for making it possible for 100% of every donor dollar to be allocated directly to 
our programs in Africa; and to the couragous souls I have met along the way who have 
given up everything to live on the frontlines of  this work. Together, you fuel my passion  
and help me resist the occassional tug of  fatigue or allure of  apathy. May we continue with 
our individual and collective efforts to love, heal and honor one another and ourselves.  
The stakes are high. All outcomes are possible. Thank you for your time in reading 
this report and for your continued support of  Unite. Yours in service,    
Anne Wells

The Knowledge Crisis
• Sub-Saharan Africa has the largest number (202 million) of  children & adolescents on Earth who 

are in school but not learning the fundamental subjects of reading and math, with nearly 9 
out of  10 between the ages of  ~6 and 14 not meeting minimum proficiency levels.

• In Tanzania, of  those who complete primary education (~elementary school in the USA) only 10% 
each year continue on to secondary school (~middle & high school in the USA), giving Tanzania 
the lowest secondary enrollment rate in Africa. Of  those who do enroll in secondary school, 
only ~6% will pass their Form 4 Exams to successfully complete lower secondary; and only ~3.2% 
will enroll in higher secondary to complete their equivalent of  an American high school education. 

• Less than 1% of all Tanzanians complete any form of higher (tertiary) education. 
Sources: University of  Sussex, World Bank, Human Rights Watch; UNESCO; Girls Education Collaborative; Unicef; Problems Facing Education in Tanzania 
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https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/02/14/tanzania-15-million-adolescents-not-school
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https://www.unicef.org/tanzania/education.html
https://tanzaniabest-com.cdn.ampproject.org/v/s/tanzaniabest.com/problems-facing-education-in-tanzania/amp/?amp_js_v=0.1&usqp=mq331AQECAEoAQ%3D%3D#origin=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com&prerenderSize=1&visibilityState=prerender&paddingTop=54&p2r=0&horizontalScrolling=0&csi=1&aoh=15277256045259&viewerUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Famp%2Fs%2Ftanzaniabest.com%2Fproblems-facing-education-in-tanzania%2Famp%2F&history=1&storage=1&cid=1&cap=swipe%2CnavigateTo%2Ccid%2Cfragment%2CreplaceUrl


St. Joseph’s Orphans Center
In 2000, Sister Crispina Mnate, who was then working as a nurse in a local hospital, received a “call from God” 
to rescue and care for orphaned and abandoned children. After a long period of  prayer and reflection, Sister  
decided to “answer” that call, and with her first donation of  $20 from a local priest she opened St. Joseph’s.  
For the next 14 years, Sister took in children (and now has 50 between the ages of  2 and 26) and met their needs 
mostly by walking many hours to, through and from Arusha town and going door-to-door begging... for clothes, 
medicine, food and school fees. When our Unite team first encountered Sister in January 2014, we were struck 
by her infectious joy, unwavering faith and complete devotion to her kids. Sister has since graciously given Unite 
unprecedented access into the lives of  her children so that we can work together to give each and every child 
of  St. Joseph’s the best care, support and education possible so that they may succeed and thrive over time. 
Their needs, of  course, are many—from livestock to lightbulbs, soap to specialists, transport to textbooks... 
the list goes on and on. To meet these needs, Unite created a Sponsorship Program to enroll the support of  
American families and to connect them with the children of  St. Joseph’s. Our largest expense? Their education. 
Currently we have 21 kids in the Heaven School, 15 enrolled in private secondary boarding schools, and 14 now 
in universities across East Africa. We are now seeking more sponsors to join our Unite-St. Joseph’s family. 

If we did all the things we are capable of, we would astound ourselves.
~Thomas Edison

***

(Left to right) Christian lost his parents to HIV/AIDS when he 5 years old. Left alone to fend for himself,  
he climbed a tree in search of  food, fell and was delivered to Sister with his body broken and skull cracked. He  
is now a happy, healthy, intelligent 12-year-old boy who dreams of  one day becoming an engineer. Irene, 10, 
came to Sister as a barely breathing, tiny, premature newborn just hours after her unwed young mother died 
during her delivery. Today, she is an outgoing, top-performing student and leader amongst her peers. Godfrey, 
26, was rescued by Sister off the streets when he was 10. He is now in medical school in Uganda training to  
become a surgeon. Godfrey says that Sister Crispina saved his life, and his calling is now to care for those who, 
like he once was, are sick, destitute, alone and suffering. Angela, 20, was brought to Sister Crispina by a Good 
Samaritan with her two younger sisters and one younger brother after they were found scavaging through  
garbage for food. Angela and her siblings, after their parents died of  HIV/AIDS, had been left with an elderly 
woman who abused and starved them. Angela is now studying to be a nurse at the University of  Dar Es Salaam.

2005 2014 2018

Meet 4 of  the 50 children living at the St. Joseph’s Orphans Center:

https://www.uniteafricafoundation.org/st-josephs-orphanage-1/
https://www.uniteafricafoundation.org/st-josephs-orphanage-1/
https://www.uniteafricafoundation.org/the-heaven-school/
https://www.udsm.ac.tz


St. Joseph’s Orphans Center The Heaven English Medium School
Shortly after Unite first connected with Sister Crispina Mnate at her St. Joseph’s Orphans Center, she asked  
for our help in building the Heaven Pre & Primary English Medium School (Heaven), which at the time was  
a falling-down structure on one corner of  her 5-acre campus. I wondered why she wanted a school when, at  
the time, she lacked just about everything else that she and the children could possibly need, including decent 
buildings in which to live, potable water, nutritious food, power, proper toilets, stoves, cleaning facilities, beds, 
blankets, nets, medicine, security... (all challenges that have since been addressed by Unite). Sister explained that 
her children had to walk long, dangerous distances to and from schools where they faced the far-too-common 
challenges of  overcrowded classrooms (often 200 pupils per classroom) and far too few desks, textbooks and 
qualified teachers. Sister Crispina has always maintained that the most important thing she can do for her  
children is to get them the very best education possible in safe, secure settings. 

So we began fundraising. To date, for Heaven, Unite has constructed seven classrooms and renovated three; 
built an administration block equipped with teacher offices, a conference room and a fully-equipped school 
library; installed rain water harvesting systems (gutters, piping and tanks), toilets and handwashing stations;  
enclosed the campus with a 10-foot security wall and entrance gates; brought in electricity; constructed a  
playground and basketball court; cleared playing fields; and purchased all necessary textbooks, teaching supplies, 
sports equipment, and more. And while Unite supports professional development for the teachers, we do not pay 
for school operations. Instead, with now ~200 paying students, Heaven is financially self-sustaining and also 
able to cover the staffing costs for St. Joseph’s. Additionally, Heaven’s first class to sit for the Standard 4 (~4th 
grade) National Exam performed so well that Heaven is ranking in the top 12% of all primary schools in 
all of Tanzania. The next and last major capital project is the construction of  a new, stand-alone pre-school, 
which will include three age-appropriate classrooms, teacher offices, toilet blocks and washing stations. Why? 
Throughout Tanzania, there is a widespread lack of  access to quality pre-schools that can adequately prepare 
young children for primary school (in government pre-schools the average pupil:teacher ratio is 169:1). Parents 
want better, and Heaven’s new pre-school will provide local families an exciting solution.

Sources: Unicef, Human Rights Watch; School of  St. Jude

You must show someone an alternative route is possible to open the possibility  
that such a route can be followed. ~Ron Bruder

***

https://www.uniteafricafoundation.org/st-josephs-orphanage-1/
https://www.uniteafricafoundation.org/the-heaven-school-2
https://www.uniteafricafoundation.org/st-josephs-orphanage-1/
https://www.uniteafricafoundation.org/the-heaven-school/
https://www.unicef.org/tanzania/6911_10874.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/02/14/tanzania-15-million-adolescents-not-school
http://www.schoolofstjude.org/st-judes-in-action/tanzania-the-challenge-ahead


Unite’s  Scholars Program
Unite’s Scholars Program was created to provide uniquely bright-yet-impoverished youth—each with a strong 
demonstrated potential, passion to serve and big vision for his or her life—access to quality education and 
global mentorship to support them in becoming the leaders of  tomorrow. Candidates are first identified through 
Unite’s expansive international network, and—once they have met our strict admissions criteria—scholars are 
then paired with a Unite mentor and advisor who provide them ongoing coaching, advice and networking  
support all the while encouraging their creative “out of  the box” thinking, questioning and examination of  
norms and bold self  expression. Below are a few of  our first Scholar candidates (also pictured above left to right): 

• Hosiana Laitatok, 20 is an unwed young mother enrolled in our Maasai Women’s Health Education  
Program. With her eager and bold participation and near flawless English, Hosiana has always stood out  
as a leader. She is the first girl in her extended family (her father has three wives and dozens of  children) 
to finish secondary school (high school) and as a Unite Scholar she will now continue her studies in college 
focusing on community development. Hosiana struggles with how challenging life is for Maasai women  
and girls, and she wants to serve her people “by helping to bring to an end the destructive traditional practices of  child 
marraige and female genital mutilation.” 

• Witness Mtung’e, 14, is a gifted young student born to impoverished parents in Dar Es Salaam. Witness 
completed primary school with the honor of  “Outstanding Leadership” and spent several months volunteer 
teaching before being accepted into a prestigious private secondary school, where she is now enrolled as a 
Unite Scholar. Since she was a young girl, Witness has been singularly focused on her goal of  becoming a 
judge. She writes: “I dream of  a world in which women are empowered to lead justice and peace.” 

• Peter Mnzava, 19, recently completed secondary school earning Division 1 distinction and the honor of  
Class Leader. Since both of  his parents are extremely ill and often incapacitated, Peter must rely on the  
generosity of  others for his survival. As a Unite Scholar, Peter will pursue his dream of  studying medicine. 
Outside of  school, Peter runs a radio show program in which he interviews passionate young people about 
their dreams. (Peter will be featuring our Unite Scholars on his show!) He writes: “Losing faith in oneself  is the 
only disability I know of  that can stop one from living one’s best life.”

• Anna Chingwaba, 17,  is the oldest daughter of  Bishop Frederick & Alice Chingwaba in Morogoro. As 
a Unite Scholar, Anna is now enrolled in a private secondary boarding school where she is performing in 
excellence working towards her lifelong goal of  becoming a pediatrician so that she can “care for and prevent 
the unnecessary suffering of  innocent children.” While Anna’s parents do everything they can to support her in her 
studies; they work for their church in service to the poor and thus have no income to pay school fees.

***
Unite now has a queue of  qualified candidates for whom we need support. To learn more about these  

candidates or to sponsor a Scholar, visit Uniteafricafoundation.org or email anne@uniteafricafoundation.org.

You cannot solve problems with the same thinking used to create the problems.
~Albert Einstein

***

https://www.uniteafricafoundation.org/about-unite-scholars/
https://www.uniteafricafoundation.org/about-unite-scholars/
https://www.uniteafricafoundation.org/criteria-for-unite-scholars
https://www.uniteafricafoundation.org/unite-scholars-mentors
https://www.uniteafricafoundation.org/unite-scholars-advisors
https://www.uniteafricafoundation.org/hivaids-education-program-3
https://www.uniteafricafoundation.org/maasai-womens-health-education-program
https://www.uniteafricafoundation.org/maasai-womens-health-education-program
http://Uniteafricafoundation.org


Maasai Women’s Health Education Program
In partnership with Dr. Gideon Urio & Tati Oliver (Director of  Tanzania Maasai Women Art), Unite is  
operating a Health Education Program for the Maasai women of  Mkuru in northern Tanzania. Traditionally, 
in the Maasai patriarchal, polygamous culture, women live extremely difficult lives. Girls are often the last to be 
educated and married off at young ages for brideprice. Once married, they bear the burden of all domestic labor 
and child rearing—from hand-building their mud-and-dung boma homes to hauling firewood and water 
—and physical violence is commonplace. Wives have little to no decision making power and must rely on their 
husbands to meet all of  their needs and those of  their children, including access to food and healthcare. This 
pioneer program was designed to empower these marginalized women, most of  whom are illiterate, with an  
understand of their own bodies and how to better care for themselves and their children. Lessons  
include midwifery training, family planning, nutrition, hygiene & sanitation, First Aid, HIV/AIDS & STDs, 
reproductive health, dental care, control of airborne & communicable disease, and more. In May 2018 we started 
our 3rd year of the program and have incorporated lessons for the men, not only to further their education as 
well but to bolster and encourage their support of their wives and children.

You cannot solve problems with the same thinking used to create the problems.
~Albert Einstein

***

Warriors For Change Program
Unite created “Warriors for Change” to help individuals with extraordinary talents and unique ambitions 
achieve their BIG dreams. Our most recent grantee is a young gifted oil painter named Maliondo Amini. 
Maliondo, 20, was raised by his poor single mother in Dar Es Salaam. He started drawing as a young boy, and 
art is all he has wanted to do ever since. Our team discovered Maliondo painting in a dark insecure alleyway by 
day (bottom right) and in a dirty bathroom with a single light bulb by night. Unite is working with Maliondo to 
help create an international demand for his work and to build for him a proper studio space where he can paint 
in a safe, clean environment and start an art school to teach aspiring artists his methods and techniques. See 
examples of  Maliondo’s work below. To order a personalized oil painting, email anne@uniteafricafoundation.

Education breeds confidence. Confidence breeds hope. Hope breeds peace. 
~Confucius

***

https://www.uniteafricafoundation.org/maasai-womens-health-program/
http://maasaiwomenart.org
https://www.uniteafricafoundation.org/warriors-for-change/
https://www.instagram.com/maliondoamini/


Our Mission: To provide opportunities for marginalized youth and women across Tanzania  
to grow and thrive by investing in quality education & foundational support programs.

***
To make a tax-deductible donation, visit 

UNITEAFRICAFOUNDATION.ORG
or send a check to Unite The World With Africa Foundation

49 Whitney Street, Westport, CT  06880.
Unite also accepts stock donations.

Contact: Anne Wells, Founder & Director, anne@uniteafricafoundation.org, 314.239.3997
Unite the World With Africa Foundation, Inc. is a Connecticut nonprofit corporation. EIN: 47-2329890

Tell me, what is it  
you plan to do  

with your one wild
and precious life.

~Mary Oliver, The Summer Day

https://www.uniteafricafoundation.org/donate

